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ABSTRACT:

As Indian writer in English, Anita Desal has been a weiter of human
pavehe, dealing with the socio-psychological issues of her characters
antidst the ctdtural and soctal hardships of the modern Indian society. She
iy hailed worldwide for portravals of the suflering souls of Indian wonien
and children aniidst the patriarchal soctal construct. — Her novel, The
Village hv the Sea iy @ classic example of Children’s Fiction that could
inspire adoleseents and adults towards the ideals of life. It portrays from
the realine basis. @ povern-ridden family of a fisherman of a village
located at the western coast of India. Formed of the waditional patriarchal
Mindu culnral traits, the adolescems. Lila and Hari, maintain the
equalibrinm of the famile with honesty, courage, hardwork and persistence
amidst the domestic handships. Their adolescence can be analytically
viewed through the lenses of the thearies of psyehology and sociology as
eiver b dbraham Mastow, Elizabeth Hurlock, Jerry j. Bigner and Sudhir
Kakkar. dong nudeiple parameters, the novel proves to be a prose-epic.

Key words: Indian Culture, Coastal Village, Family, Mother, Father, Adolescence, Poverty,
SeliRespeet, Hope, Self-Actualization, Honesty, Hardwork

Introduction:

The world views Anita Desai as a great Indian writer in English who created the modemn
classics in literature during the second half af the twenticth century and even after it. The
greatness lies not only in the thematic concern tor Indian life, but also in the way to narrate it.
It is the vision of life and the subsequent formulation of language in a specitic mould of a
psychological writing that endows poetic character to her short-stories and novels. Her
concern for the agony and suftering of Indian women, children and immigrants remained a
major part of her vision towards weltare of mankind. The corpus of her writings is large. It
begins with Cry the Peacock (1963) and continues with *The Lady and the Unicorn’ (20135).
“The Village by the Sea” (1982} is one of her novels which ts generally known as Children’s
Fiction. However, the adolescents projected in the novel are culturally elevated and
courageous o face the adversity ot human situation and look forward with hope for
betterment and happiness, Probably. this is the reason as to why the novel won the annual
Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize by a Panel of British Children’s Writers. The novel has a
strong documentary touch wherein much from the real hite has been reflected. It is stated by
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the novelisl in a Note before the Text of the novel: ‘This story is based entirely on facts. Thul
is a real v1llage on the western coast of India and all the characters in this book are based qu}
people who live in this village. Only their names have been altered *(1) ‘

Aﬁer.pub]ication of the nov?l in 1982, it is received not only as children’s fiction but also
acclaimed as a great story of Indian rural lifc. New York Book Review viewed it as follows:
‘Anita Desai’s The Village by the Sea is an exciting and moving story about life in an lndiar;
coastal village and life in the unimaginably big city of Bombay™. /ndia Today praised the
novel ‘as stylistic triumph that matches the victory of a boy and a girl whose gri‘t pulled them
through’. Andrea Reece appreciated the novel as * a very powerful story that fully deserves
With such Reviews and comments worldwide, the novel
nd comprchensive study in terms of the structure of the
human world portrayed in it. Therefore. its analytical study along the cultural. sociological
and psychological parameters can be much meaningful and significant for defining the
qualities of the life of the adolescent children Lila and Hari, and therefrom the marks of the

rural Indian ethos.

its place as a modern classic’.
created a space for its systematic a

The sensc of identity as viewed by Sudhir Kakkar (1978) with his reference to Eric Enkson

needs to be mentioned when we look into the socio-psychological features of an individual.
Kakkar comments: ‘The concept of identity as defined by Eric Erikson being neither purely
psychological nor purcly social but a psychosocial construct” (2) (Revisiting the Inner World.
p xi). Therefore, it would be appropriate to perceive that the mind-set of an individual is 2
complex phenomenon derived from the hereditary traits, the cultural conditions, the famihal
situations and the individual nceds and aspirations.

This paper, therefore, attempts to cxplorc and analysc through the Theory of Adolescence,
the familial, social and psychological conditions across the life of the characters. Lila and
Hari. in relation to the cultural ethos in which they move and the cultural value-system
unconsciously adopted by them in the course of time. It is based on the hypothesis that the
life of the adolescents in the novel is governed by the socio-psychological conditions and 1ts
analytical consideration can give rise (o better understanding of the life rooted n the large
range of the socio-cultural context.

Discussion:

As viewed by Jerry J. Bigner (1994) each stage of the life span has its own developmental
theme which Erikson terms as ‘a psychosocial crisis or a challenge to attain a healthy rather
than unhcalthy a_rt}’tudc’ (3) Bigner defines Adolescence as the stage of the lifcsp:an that
represents a transition period between childhood and adulthood. It characteristically begins at
age thlrfc?en'apd extends through the age eighteen. This phase of life shows initia‘tionaot'the
sense of individuation which involves taking responsibility for one’s actions ﬁmd hehaviour: It
requires 1hat.a person recognize and respect his or her distinction and it also means owni'nv
?8“0‘:3:"()':8\“;::}]‘1 ?Zi :sgsiql;ences of these decisions. During adolescence, there is ‘a desire t'o:r
sole ek Ieenatere damonetatd ot Thace By wihdariat frdi it stantiams wiih
‘and family members “and dc\’olli];gd;):r:to::?n?é l\t\)u:i}:ir‘;“,l,ng.mr'“ IEtgons Jth peses
higher degree of emotionality which is expressed by aydreaming or being alone. There 13
observes the .oy ch is expressed by the multiple emotions, Bigner further

: s that the experiences that help a child develop a sens Seliail e =
childhood lay the foundation for attitudes about work i:l(lf:k:; E‘"W\ o 1m; Sty
rclatpd experiences as pm of the identity and individuation process. T adojesent ypss etk
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Abraham Maslow (1987 in hic R
et sl e el i oo Lol
Maslow remarks < 1f the physioloical ~~~d~ S ‘n islgn l'ull.l\.L ot n'u:)tn'anon in human hife.
o e St Bt nestle R al nceds are relatively well gratified. there then emerges
, needs which we may categorize as the safety need- security, stability,
i dezer;@epg. protecuo_n. freedom from fear. anxiety. and chaos. n’écd for slru-cturci order, law
i‘}mr(;TEB. f;renglh l‘n the ;?‘rotemor: 3_nd S0 ont(-%). Karen H}\fﬂ&)‘ (1963) in her book,
SIS an Human Growith emphasizes the importance of early socio-psychological
experiences in the shaping of the normal personality and explains how i'l can lead 1’0 neun;sis.

Now. 1 bs L . ® . . 4 2
Now. ‘_{ can be an interesting and stimulating exercise to look into the text with these
! theoretical ideas in mind. The text has i insi

: mind. The text has to open with the concem and the insight for the culture
a;d the ~fa_rm!}:_ In order to have the overall view of the family. the first phase of the family
life. invisible in the narration of the novel, is to be logically visualized in the past as it
emerges from the present situation. In fact. the idealistic and the ideological behaviour of the
children. Lila and Hari. prompts us to look into their past.

It seems that the father was an active fisherman who had owned a boat and the mother was a

well cultured Indian housewife. Amidst such culturally able parents having a keen sense of
the Hindu ideology of Indian life, the children might have grown. Their socialization in terms
of culwral acquisition of the pattern and features of life has been properly done by the parents
In this regard. the observations of Keith Otterbein needs to be mentioned: “Culture is lcarncd.
[t is transmitted from generation to generation. (3) As implied by the statement of Otterbein,
the cultural traits are duly imbibed in the minds of the children through socialization and
family experiences. It scems from the present that the mind-scts of the children, Lila, Hari,
Bela and Kamal have been well-prepared and settled by the parents along these lines.

It is undoubtedly true that it was a happy family during the past times whese
microenvironment might have harmony and joy of co-life. The children seem to have grown
with love from the mother and the father that develops in them strong kinship bonds and a
sense of the identity of the family. Lila and Hari seem to have been cultivated with sound
emotional balance and due concern for the welfare of the family through love, kinship and a
sense of responsibility. It provides them with motivation and energy to cope up with the
poverty-ridden circumstances of the family during the present times as portrayed in the novel.
It is certain that the children are well brought up as a result of the parental functions.

The fortune of the family might have tumed down from the time the mother began to suffer
from weakness and fever. Tt grows in the course of time and when the novel opens, it takes a
significant turn that renders the mother bed-ridden. Her worsening ill-health appears in the
following lines of the novel” “She herself looked like a crumpled grey rag lying there. She
had been ill for a long time. No onc knew what was wrong. She had no pains and no fever but
simply grew weaker and weaker all the time” (p.7) This critical and serious physical
condition of the mother forms imbalance in the harmony of the family members.

The strong realization of it rises from the father who is not only the chief of the family but a
patriarch. It exerts pressure of anxiety and depression towards him and thereby affects his
enthusiasm of living life. In fact, the nature of the depression of the father can be better
understood in the light of his psychological adversity caused mainly by the failure of the
conjugal relationship between the husband and the wife as it is seen in the relationship of
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Unlch.mlg{(; m'[t]]]'“ tllhc tall buildings of the city. However, the core of his character remains
anged. us context, one can ref o : :

. N ) ’ er o Er]C l‘ron“n' 3 v Sptents

adaptatio S Gttt o 2y s concept of ‘static

;hé[:\?]l(l:l; L(hl()()(:)' BY‘ static adaptation, we mean such an adaptation Lo pattirns as lcaves
N character unchanged and implies ‘ : - .

, s only the adoption of a new habit’
that Hari's character absorbs new habit” ( I1). It means
! sorbs the useful newness and expands itse rards
development. ss and expands itself towards change and

e e e T i s e o
ot ot soa. Many fist storm 17 1 soon and knows.” Ten hs\hmg boats arc rcpprtcd

y lishermen arc dead” (p.196). When the reference of Alibagh appears 1n the
news, he al.mosl gives a cry,’ That's my home! That’s my land! *(p.196). In Hari's mind, the
Sense, sentiments and cmotions of *belonging’ manifest strongly. Abraham Maslow (1987)
while describing the hierarchy of basic human needs. focuses on the need for belongingness
and love: “If both the physiological and the safety needs are fairly well gratified, there will
emerge the love and atfection and belongingness needs’ (10). From this discussion, it is to be
understood that Hari becomes homesick specifically due to the shaft of shock about damage
and destruction of his place caused by the monsoon storm.

As a native of the Thul village, born and brought up over the years, Hari’s
fused with the Human Ecology therein. The affection and association that he has with the
human and non-human aspects of his village, his parents, sisters, their hut, their dog, Pinto,
the piece of land, his friends, the sea and the Nature around- this native environment occupies
the important part of his unconscious. It certainly activates with the Radio news. Hari's
psychological situation thus formed, reminds us of Rabindranath Tagorc’s short story,” The
Homecoming' wherein the adolescent Phatik Chakraborty suffers psycho-physically at his
maternal uncle’s home in Calcutta as he loscs his freedom and joy in the village environment

at his native place centred by the mother.

-

mind remains

‘Pinto’s silence and Hari's strange disappearance’ (p- 127) sets the family at the Thul village
o more serious conditions. 1t largely imbalances the kinship harmony of the family and
makes the living insecure. The situation i$ intervened with the arrival of de Silva and the
family from Bombay. It proves god's intervention in resolving the suffering of human beings.
Mr. de Silva, the Businessman in Bombay having the white bungalow. ‘Mon Repos’ at Thul,
gaves the family from getting ruined. The children- Hari. Lila, Kamal and Bela- work at his
bungalow. It is de Silva who gives life to the dying mother by admitting her to the hospital in
Alibagh. Diwall really remains the festival of joy for their long-strained pains and agonized
hearts, the mother being Lakshmi of the home at the centre, the cementing power that binds
all the elements together with love and affection.

All the members of the family are reformed towards the end of the novel: the mother 1s
redeemed of her discasc of extreme anacmia and gains hcalth. The father gives up toddy
addiction and crying weakly. expresses his emotions for the suffering during the past and the
happiness at present. Hari is renewed with ideas, vision and capacities for multiple
occupations. He brings moncy of his carning Irom Bombay. Bela and Kamal arc overjoyed to
look at the harmony and happiness of the family. He decides to start poultry farm in their
small piece of land and even start watch- mending shop on the backdrop of new people and
new colonies due to the big fertilizer factory. Hari cmerges with high self-esteem and
potential for seif-actualization as transformed by Mr. Panwallah in Bombay
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, /’T;;:fmos.t ceplral aspect of the family as it emerges from the novel is the indomitable strength
of the kinship bonds that provide a great deal of affection and sacrifice for each other. The
family as a social unit survives and renews because of it. T. B. Bottomore (1962) illustratcs
its vital importance: ‘In earlier societies. and in the non-industrial societies of the present day,
kinship is of greater significance. | have shown its importance in India’ (I 1). The family
moves from darkness to light all through the socio-psychological turbulence balanced by the
kinship spirit.

Though the cvils of poverty devour the happy and sunny childhood of the children, it fails to

deprive them of their innocence. It is the extended sense of innocence in terms of humility

that gives them social acceptance. Their sens¢ of acknowledgement for help and kindness is

often cxpresscd by the novelist in the word, ‘grateful’. They never remained violent and

imprudent. With their politeness and engrossment in work, they earn not only money but also

affection from people. Though their childhood is clouded with the sombre shades of anguish,

anxiety and hardwork, they put up with it with a great deal of patience.

of their minds, they crave for self-esteem, affection and acceptance. They are

y some of the peoplc’s perception of their poverty. The sense of humiliation

and neglect by the the society is stored in their feelings. It provides them with energy to

overcome their poverty. However, the children remain free from any kind of vice as a matter

of their personal and social bchaviour. The novel docs not project cven the slightest scnsc of

‘sexual awakening’ as viewed by the psychologists during this phase of life. The poetics of
the novel lies in performing courage to struggle against poverty. This struggle is social,

physical and psychological.

The distance between the theory of Adolesc
t the judgement that

and Hari make us arrive a
proportion between the theory and the practice of life. The life of adolescents emerging from
this context transcends the normal range of theoretical considerations and moves in the

direction of the higher qualities of life signified by the prefix. ‘super’. In this regard, it is
found that the conditions and the cultural moulding elevate the children on the scale of age

and values.

@ At the depth
deprived of it b

ence and the mindsct and the behaviour of Lila
every time, there is no correspondence and

Conclusion:
. In relation to the life of the adolescents in the novel, deeply rooted in the rural Indian cultural
ethos and the overall human ecology, we can arrive at the conclusion that the novel manifests
f cpic-novel. It may not cXpress the cosmic vision of human welfarc as

Leo Tolstoy does in his novel, War and Peace (1869), but it is certain that the novel has high
potential for the substance of life and its artistic presentation making it realistic rising from
the corc of the suffering human psyche. It makes most vivid the psychological and social
movement of the life of the adolescents. The vividness therein, grips the mind and the soul. It
projects an inspiring message for mankind to walk along the light of the God. It is to say that
one must cherish and exccute the scnse of honesty, courage, integrity and hardwork while
facing the challenges of adversity and develop the morals of our capacities for not getting
corrupt under any circumslances. The message of patience and hope as virtues rising from
this novel illuminates the human mind. In this regard, one can be tempted to find the parallel
between The Village by the Sea and Ernest Hemingway's novel, The Old Man and the Sea

that made him win Nobel Prize for Literature in the year, 1954
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